6/7/2019

Reconciliation in the Jewish Tradition Rabbi Rachel M. Isaacs June 2019/Sivan 5779 | Sefaria Source Sheet Builder

Reconciliation in the Jewish Tradition
Rabbi Rachel M. Isaacs
June 2019/Sivan 5779
Source Sheet by Rachel Isaacs

Reconciliation at the Foot of the Grave: Abraham and His Sons

Genesis 25:89
(8) And

Abraham breathed his last, dying
at a good ripe age, old and contented; and
he was gathered to his kin. (9) His sons
Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave
of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron son
of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre,

Rashi on Genesis 25:9
(1) וישמעאל

 יצחקISAAC AND ISHMAEL
— From this we gather that Ishmael
repented of his evil ways (cf.Bava Batra
16b) and yielded the precedence to Isaac.
This is what is meant by the “good old
age” mentioned in connection with
Abraham (Genesis Rabbah 38:12).

ח׳ט׳:בראשית כ״ה
טוֹבה ז ֵ ָ֣קן
֖ ָ )ח( ַויִּגְ ֨ ַוע ַו ָיּ֧מָת אַב ְָרהָ ֛ם ְבּשֵׂיבָ ֥ה
ְושׂ ֵ ָ֑ב ַע ַויּ ָ ֵ֖אסֶף אֶל־עַמָּ ֽיו׃ )ט( ַויּ ִ ְקבּ ְ֨רוּ א ֹ֜תוֹ
שׁ ָמעֵאל֙ ָבּ ָ֔ניו אֶל־ ְמע ַ ָ֖רת ַה ַמּ ְכפּ ֵָל֑ה
ְ ִ יִצ ָ ְ֤חק ְוי
ֲשׁר
֙ אֶל־שְׂדֵ֞ ה ֶעפ ְ֤ר ֹן בּ
֖ ֶ ֶן־צ ֹ ַח ֙ר הַ ֽחִתִּ֔ י א
עַל־פְּנֵ ֥י ַממ ֵ ְֽרא׃
ט׳:רש"י על בראשית כ״ה
שׁ ָעשָׂה
ֶ  ִמכָּאן.)א( יצחק וישמעאל
,שׁ ָמעֵאל תְּ שׁוּבָה וְהוֹלִי אֶת י ִ ְצחָק ְל ָפנָיו
ְ ִי
שׁנֶּ ֱאמַר בְּאַב ְָרהָם
ֶ ְוהִיא שֵׂיבָה טוֹבָה
:()בראשית רבה

Joseph, His Brothers, and His Past

Genesis 45:1
(1) Joseph

could no longer control himself
before all his attendants, and he cried out,
“Have everyone withdraw from me!” So
there was no one else about when Joseph
made himself known to his brothers.
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א׳:בראשית מ״ה
֙)א( ְו ֽא־י ָ֨כ ֹל יוֹ ֵ֜סף ְלהִתְ ַא ֵ֗פּק ל ְ֤כ ֹל ַהנִּ ָצּבִים
ָל־אישׁ ֵמע ָָל֑י
ִ ָע ָ֔ליו ַויִּק ְָ֕רא
֖ ִ הוֹצ֥יאוּ כ
יוֹסף
֙ א־עמַד אִי
ְו
ָ֤
֖ ֵ שׁ א ִ֔תּוֹ ְבּהִתְ וַדַּ ֥ע
אֶל־א ֶָחֽיו׃
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Or HaChaim on Genesis 45:1

ולא יכול יוסף להתאפק, Joseph could no
longer contain himself, etc. He could not
wait until all those present would leave of
their own accord, but he called out loudly
that everyone other than the brothers be
removed from his presence immediately.
The Torah adds the words ולא עמד איש אתו,
that no one remained with him, to
underline the speed with which his
servants left his presence. (2) בהתודע יוסף,
when Joseph revealed himself. The letter
 בbefore  התודעmeans "on account of" (his
revealing himself). In order for the
brothers to accept Joseph's claim that he
was their brother, the matter of his sale had
to be aired. Joseph wanted to spare his
brothers the embarassment of becoming
known as people who had sold their
brother, hence he had to clear everyone out
of the room. When the Torah mentions
immediately afterwards that Joseph wept
loudly when he revealed himself and all of
Egypt heard about it, this is a clear
indication that Joseph was not concerned
that he could be overheard. He was only
concerned that his brothers' part in all this
should not be overheard.
(1)

Genesis 45:25
(2) His

sobs were so loud that the
Egyptians could hear, and so the news
reached Pharaoh’s palace. (3) Joseph said
to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father
still well?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dumfounded were they on
account of him. (4) Then Joseph said to his
brothers, “Come forward to me.” And
when they came forward, he said, “I am
your brother Joseph, he whom you sold
into Egypt. (5) Now, do not be distressed
or reproach yourselves because you sold
me hither; it was to save life that God sent
me ahead of you.
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א׳:אור החיים על בראשית מ״ה
 פירוש שלא.)א( ולא יכול יוסף להתאפק
עצר כח להמתין עד שיצאו כל הנצבים
מעצמן וקרא בקול גדול הוציאו כל איש
פירוש במהרה לא שיאמרו להם לצאת כי
כשיצאו מעצמן יצאו במיתון ולא סבל
 ואמר ולא עמד פי' לא,אורך זמן ההוצאה
:נתעכב איש אלא במהרה תיכף יצאו יחד
 פירוש בשביל.')ב( בהתודע יוסף וגו
התודעותו אל אחיו פירוש הכרת דבר כדי
שיכירו ויצדיקו כי הוא יוסף ודבר זה
צריך להזכירם במכירתו ולא רצה לזלזל
באחיו שיחזיקו אותם בדבר נבלה כזו
 ואמר בסמוך ויתן את,למכור אחיהם
קולו בבכי וישמעו מצרים וכו' הרי זה
מגיד כי מה שמנע הזולת בהתודעו לאחיו
לא לצדו כי הוא קרא בקול ושמעו כל
העיר את הדבר אלא לצד בושת אחיו הוא
:שעשה מטעם הנזכר

ב׳ה׳:בראשית מ״ה
שׁמְע֣ וּ ִמצ ְַ֔רי ִם
ְ ִ )ב( ַויּ ִֵתּ֥ן אֶת־ק ֹל֖ וֹ ִבּב ְִכ֑י ַויּ
יוֹסף
֤ ֵ ַויִּשׁ ַ ְ֖מע בֵּ ֥ית פּ ְַרעֹֽה׃ )ג( ו ַ֨יּ ֹאמֶר
אָבי ָ ֑חי ְו ֽא־יָכְל֤ וּ
֖ ִ אֶל־ ֶאחָי ֙ו ֲא ִנ֣י יוֹ ֵ֔סף הַע֥ וֹד
(ֶאחָי ֙ו ַלעֲנ֣ וֹת א ֹ֔תוֹ ִכּ֥י נִ ְבהֲל֖ וּ ִמפָּנָ ֽיו׃ )ד
יוֹסף אֶל־א ֶָח֛יו גְּשׁוּ־נָ ֥א א ֵַל֖י ַויּ ִָגּ֑שׁוּ
֧ ֵ ו ַ֨יּ ֹאמֶר
יוֹסף ֲאחִי ֶ֔כם ֲאשֶׁר־ ְמכ ְַר ֶתּ֥ם א ִ ֹ֖תי
֣ ֵ ו ַ֗יּ ֹאמֶר ֲאנִ ֙י
ִמצ ָ ְֽריְמָה׃ )ה( ְוע ָ ַ֣תּה ׀ אַל־תֵּ ָ ֣עצ ְ֗בוּ וְאַל־ ֙י ִ ַח ֙ר
בּ ֵ ְ֣עינֵי ֶ֔כם כִּ ֽי־ ְמכ ְַר ֶתּ֥ם א ִ ֹ֖תי ֵ ֑הנָּה ִכּ֣י לְמִ ֽ ְח ָ֔יה
שׁל ַ ָ֥חנִי ֱא ִ ֖הים ִל ְפנֵיכֶ ֽם׃
ְ
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Genesis 41:51
(51) Joseph

named the firstborn
Manasseh, meaning, “God has made me
forget completely my hardship and my
parental home.”

נ״א:בראשית מ״א
ֶת־שׁם ַהבְּכ֖ וֹר ְמנ ֶ ַ֑שּׁה
ֵ )נא( ַויִּק ָ ְ֥רא
֥ ֵ יוֹס֛ף א
כִּ ֽי־נ ַ ַ֤שּׁנִי ֱא הִים֙ אֶת־כָּל־ ֲע ָמ ִ֔לי ו ֵ ְ֖את כָּל־בֵּ ֥ית
אָבִ ֽי׃

Repentance and Reconciliation

Reconciliation:
an act of reconciling, as when former enemies agree to an amicable truce.
the state of being reconciled, as when someone becomes resigned to something not desired.
the process of making consistent or compatible.
 פִּיּוּס; )חשבונאות( הַתְ אָמָה,הִתְ ַפּיּ ְסוּת
 – פִּיּוּס  זכרReconciliation
שׁ ָכּנַת שלום
ְ  ַה,סיום סכסוך ברוח טובה
Ending of conflict with a good spirit, creating a dwelling place of peace
Repentance:
deep sorrow, compunction, or contrition for a past sin, wrongdoing, or the like.
regret for any past action.
 תְּ שׁוּבָה, ח ֲָרטָה,ַהכָּאָה עַל ֵחטְא
pain on account of sin, engraving/regret, return

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 2:9
(9) Neither

repentance nor the Day of
Atonement atone for any save for sins
committed between man and God, for
instance, one who ate forbidden food, or
had forbidden coition and the like; but sins
between man and man, for instance, one
injures his neighbor, or curses his neighbor
or plunders him, or offends him in like
matters, is ever not absolved unless he
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ט׳: הלכות תשובה ב׳,משנה תורה
ִפּוּרים
ִ )ט( אֵין הַתְּ שׁוּבָה ְו א יוֹם ַהכּ
שׁבֵּין אָדָ ם ַלמָּקוֹם
ֶ ְמ ַכפּ ְִרין ֶאלָּא עַל ֲעבֵרוֹת
כְּגוֹן מִי שֶׁאָכַל דָּ בָר אָסוּר אוֹ ָבּעַל ְבּעִילָה
שׁבֵּין
ֶ  ֲאבָל ֲעבֵרוֹת.ֲסוּרה ְוכַיּוֹצֵא ָבּהֶן
ָ א
אָדָ ם ַל ֲחבֵרוֹ כְּגוֹן הַחוֹבֵל אֶת ֲחבֵרוֹ אוֹ
ַה ְמ ַקלֵּל ֲחבֵרוֹ אוֹ גּוֹזְלוֹ ְוכַיּוֹצֵא ָבּהֶן אֵינוֹ
שׁיּ ִתֵּ ן ַל ֲחבֵרוֹ מַה
ֶ נִ ְמחַל לוֹ לְעוֹלָם עַד

3/7

6/7/2019

Reconciliation in the Jewish Tradition Rabbi Rachel M. Isaacs June 2019/Sivan 5779 | Sefaria Source Sheet Builder

makes restitution of what he owes and
begs the forgiveness of his neighbor. And,
although he make restitution of the
monetory debt, he is obliged to pacify him
and to beg his forgiveness. Even he
offended not his neighbor in aught save in
words, he is obliged to appease him and
implore him till he be forgiven by him. If
his neighbor refuses a committee of three
friends to forgive him, he should bring to
implore and beg of him; if he still refuses
he should bring a second, even a third
committee, and if he remains obstinate, he
may leave him to himself and pass on, for
the sin then rests upon him who refuses
forgiveness. But if it happened to be his
master, he should go and come to him for
forgiveness even a thousand times till he
does forgive him. 10

Mishnah Yoma 8
(9) One

who says: I shall sin and repent,
sin and repent, they do not afford him the
opportunity to repent. [If one says]: I shall
sin and Yom HaKippurim will atone for
me, Yom HaKippurim does not effect
atonement. For transgressions between
man and God Yom HaKippurim effects
atonement, but for transgressions between
man and his fellow Yom HaKippurim does
not effect atonement, until he has pacified
his fellow.

שׁ ֶה ֱחזִיר
ֶ  אַף עַל פִּי.ִירצֵּהוּ
ַ שֶּׁהוּא ַחיּ ָב לוֹ ו
לוֹ מָמוֹן שֶׁהוּא ַחיּ ָב לוֹ צ ִָרי ל ְַרצּוֹתוֹ
 ֲאפִלּוּ א ִה ְקנִיט.שׁיִּמְחל לוֹ
ֶ ְו ִלשְׁאל ִממֶּנּוּ
אֶת ֲחבֵרוֹ ֶאלָּא בִּדְ ב ִָרים צ ִָרי ְל ַפיּ ְסוֹ ְו ִלפְגּ ֹ ַע
 א ָרצָה ֲחבֵרוֹ ִלמְחל לוֹ.שׁיִּמְחל לוֹ
ֶ בּוֹ עַד
שׁ שָׁה ְבּנֵי אָדָ ם מ ֵֵרעָיו
ְ שׁוּרה שֶׁל
ָ ֵמבִיא לוֹ
 א נִתְ ַרצָּה ָלהֶן.וּפוֹגְעִין בּוֹ וּ ְמ ַב ְקּשִׁין ִממֶּנּוּ
 א ָרצָה ְמנִיחוֹ.שׁלִישִׁית
ְ שׁנִיּ ָה וּ
ְ ֵמבִיא לוֹ
 ְואִם.שׁ א ָמחַל הוּא הַחוֹטֵא
ֶ וְהוֹ ֵל לוֹ ְוזֶה
ָהי ָה ַרבּוֹ הוֹ ֵל וּבָא ֲאפִלּוּ ֶאלֶף ְפּ ָעמִים עַד
:שׁיִּמְחל לוֹ
ֶ

משנה יומא ח׳
, ֶא ֱחטָא ְואָשׁוּב, ֶא ֱחטָא ְואָשׁוּב,)ט( הָאוֹמֵר
 ֶא ֱחטָא.אֵין ַמ ְספִּיקִין ְבּי ָדוֹ ַלעֲשׂוֹת תְּ שׁוּבָה
ִפּוּרים
ִ  אֵין יוֹם ַהכּ,ִפּוּרים ְמ ַכפֵּר
ִ וְיוֹם ַהכּ
 יוֹם,שׁבֵּין אָדָ ם ַלמָּקוֹם
ֶ  ֲעבֵרוֹת.ְמ ַכפֵּר
שׁבֵּין אָדָ ם
ֶ  ֲעבֵרוֹת.ִפּוּרים ְמ ַכפֵּר
ִ ַהכּ
 עַד,ִפּוּרים ְמ ַכפֵּר
ִ  אֵין יוֹם ַהכּ,ַל ֲחבֵרוֹ
.שׁיּ ְַרצֶּה אֶת ֲחבֵרוֹ
ֶ

"Forgiveness is Not Always a Virtue"  Rabbi Ruti Regan
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/forgivenessisnotalwaysavirtue/
Forgiveness can make a lot of things possible — and not all of those things are good. The
possibility of forgiveness is not intended as a way to allow people to manipulate the system and
harm others with impunity.
Forgiveness can erase many things, but it can’t erase the need for all conflicts. Sometimes, taking
the side of the oppressed means withholding forgiveness from an oppressor.

Sin Past the Point of Return Rabbi Daniel Nevins
https://rabbinevins.com/2018/09/27/shabbatsukkot5779sinpastthepointofreturn/
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Can it be true that some damage is irreparable? Isn’t the power of repentance unlimited? An intense
fatalism finds expression in Midrash Rut Rabbah (3:3) where we learn that repentance can help only
before one dies. In the World to Come two people who committed the same crime will have
divergent receptions depending on their conduct during the rest of their lives. One repented and is
now counted among the righteous, but the one who never changed in life has no chance for repair in
death. “This is the gate toward the Lord, the righteous (and only the righteous!) may enter it.” In a
beautiful but chilling passage the residents of heaven tell the new arrival, “this world is like
Shabbat, whereas the world you came from is like Friday afternoon—if you don’t prepare on
Friday, what will you eat on Shabbat? This world is like the sea, and that world is like the land. If
you don’t pack provisions on land, what will you eat at sea? Or this world is like the desert whereas
that world is like the town—if you don’t prepare in town, what will you eat in the desert?”
This rabbinic view of heaven is rather odd—heaven is a place of powerlessness, at least for people.
Like the sea, like the desert and also like Shabbat, it is a place where one can do nothing for oneself.
Without a body or perhaps without a will, one cannot perform mitzvot, and so one is unable to
acquire merit and earn reward. The only remedy for this rather dark view of heaven is that later
generations are able to “add merit” for their ancestors by doing good in their memory. This is the
motivation for studying Torah, saying prayers like Kaddish, pledging Tzeddakah, and engaging in
acts of kindness toward others in memory of the deceased. The basis for this redemptive view is
found in Bavli Sanhedrin 104a, “the child adds merit to the parent (but a parent cannot add merit to
the child).” In the medieval Sefer Hassidim, the doctrine is expanded (this may be the era when the
custom of mourner’s kaddish emerged).

A Path of Tears

Psalms 126:56
(5) They

who sow in tears shall reap with
songs of joy. (6) Though he goes along
weeping, carrying the seedbag, he shall
come back with songs of joy, carrying his
sheaves.
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ה׳ו׳:תהילים קכ״ו
)ה( הַזּ ְֹר ִע֥ים בְּדִ ְמ ָ֗עה בּ ְִרנָּ ֥ה יִקְצֹֽרוּ׃ )ו( ָ֘הל֤ וֹ
שׁ ־ ַ֫ה ָזּ ַ֥רע ֽ֬בּ ֹא־י ָב֥ וֹא
ֶ ֽ ֶי ֵ ֵ֨ל ׀ וּבָכ ֹה֮ נ ֵ ֹ֪שׂא מ
שׂא ֲאלֻמּ ָֹתֽיו׃
ֵ ֗ ֹ ב ְִר ָנּ֑ה ֝נ
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Berakhot 32b

R. Eleazar also said : From the day the
Temple was destroyed, the gates of prayer
were locked ; as it is said, "Yea, when I
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ברכות ל״ב ב
וא"ר אלעזר מיום שחרב בית המקדש
( ח,ננעלו שערי תפלה שנאמר )איכה ג
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cry and call for help, He shutteth out my
prayer" (Lam. iii. 8). But although the
gates of prayer are locked, the gates of
tears remain unlocked ; as it is said, "Hear
my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my
cry ; keep not silence at my tears" (Ps.
xxxix. 13).

גם כי אזעק ואשוע שתם תפלתי ואע"פ
ששערי תפלה ננעלו שערי דמעה לא
 יג( שמעה,ננעלו שנאמר )תהלים לט
תפלתי יי ושועתי האזינה אל דמעתי אל
תחרש

All The Tears

by Adrienne Maree Brown
Ocean is a bowl of salt and water
So am I
Whispering and weeping of a son or daughter
Gone to the sky
Or the dirt
No one knows for bone deep certain
Which way is up
We spin towards the sun until it hurts
We spill the cup
It stings the face to try and dam it all in
What comes to flow
It wears us out to try and grasp the edge
When it’s time to go
Goodbye, to the part of you who thinks
You see me from above
No enemy can know me without weeping in this way
In all this love
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